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Promoting the contents of the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan
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The Tsurumi River is a representative urban river in Japan. Rapid urbanization of the river basin began in
1965, and the present status of urbanized land has reached 85%, with a population of 1,880,000. With such rapid
progress, the water retention and retarding function was decreased in order to address problems such as increas-
es in inundation damage, and the first comprehensive flood control efforts in Japan began in the mid-1970s. In
August 2004, the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan was formulated with the objective of conserving a
sound hydrological cycle, and improving the water environment and the natural environment.

This paper briefly describes the Tsurumi River Basin Water Master Plan that aims to create a sustainable soci-
ety capable of coexisting with nature. The paper also reports on the ceremony held for the declaration of the plan,
the establishment of implementation organizations (Tsurumi River Basin Water Council, Tsurumi River Basin
Water Committee and Tsurumi River Basin Water Conference) and action plans for related projects to be imple-
mented by the government. Finally, the paper describes the challenges presently encountered and proposes the

direction for future efforts.
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