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Effective use of emergency boatslips and other facilities (interim report)
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The Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake that occurred on January 17, 1995 caused extensive structural damage such as
the collapse of buildings and viaducts, severing most of the land transportation routes and thereby hampering the
transportation of injured people and relief goods and firefighting activities following the earthquake. Under these
circumstances, water transportation was used as an effective means of emergency transportation for relief and
support activities, resulting in the rediscovery of water transportation.

In order to make effective use of emergency boatslips, emergency roads on dry riverbeds and other related
facilities both in ordinary times and in the event of an earthquake, it is necessary to devise ways to use those
facilities for various purposes in ordinary times in preparation for earthquakes and meet multiple requirements
for those facilities. Examples include emergency restoration activities or activities performed in response to local
governments’ requests for the use of those facilities in the event of an earthquake. In this study, information was
collected on emergency boatslips and other facilities in the lower reaches of the Ara River where boats can travel
upriver from Tokyo Bay, there are emergency riverbed roads, and emergency boatslips are being constructed.
Basic information was obtained and compiled from documents on use in ordinary times and in the event of an
earthquake, data from the agencies concerned, interviews and studying examples in advanced areas. On the basis
of the collected information, possible uses of facilities were studied, and challenges to be addressed in connection

with those uses were identified.

Keywords : emergency boatslip, emergency riverbed road, effective use of river space
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