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Riverfront improvement for the Karasu-Kanna River
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The Karasu, Kanna, Usui and Kabura rivers (so-called Karasu-Kanna River) in the Tone River System are locat-
ed in the southwestern part of Gunma Prefecture. Currently, in addition to river improvement to ensure the
required level of safety from the viewpoint of flood control and water utilization, riverfront improvement for effec-
tive use of natural environment is underway in accordance with the master plan for river environment manage-
ment for the Tone River System.

This study deals mainly with (1) changes in river channel characteristics, (2) changes in the river environment
(changes in vegetation) and (3) public perceptions about rivers, all of which are part of the information necessary
for drawing up an improvement and conservation policy concerning the ideal of riverfront improvement for the
Karasu-Kanna River and the conservation and use of the riverfront. The study also looks at the challenges for the
Karasu-Kanna River and discusses the direction of riverfront improvement.

As of June 2005, committee deliberations are underway, and a riverfront improvement and conservation policy

will be drawn up on the basis of the results of deliberations conducted in this fiscal year.

Keywords : riverfront improvement, riverfront conservation, riverfront restoration, access to river, harienju

(Robinia pseudo-acacia), dry gravel bed, questionnaire survey
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