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Conservation and utilization of historical river facilities
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In Japan, there are many historical flood-control and water-utilization facilities created by the excellent technol-
ogy of our predecessors. These facilities of historical importance, referred to as “river heritage,” have existed
for many years as part of the waterfront landscapes and have been accepted as elements of regional characteris-
tics. Some of these facilities, however, are regarded simply as landscape elements because their origin and signifi-
cance for the local rivers and communities have been forgotten.

This study reviews the origin, contribution to local communities and significance of major historical flood-con-
trol and water-utilization facilities in Japan, considering ways to conserve and utilize those facilities, and proposes
four actions: (1) reviewing the historical value of the facilities, (2) communicating their historical value to the rest
of the world, (3) maintaining and preserving the facilities, and (4) making effective use of the facilities for river and

community projects.

Keywords : river heritage, historical flood-control and water-utilization facilities, example, Ara River, Kikuchi
River, Manno-ike (Manno Pond)
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