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Hometown River Improvement Projects considering the environment
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This paper presents the results of a study on the formulation of the plan for the Hometown River Improvement
Project for the Orokko River and the Wakkatasappu River, both of which flow through the central part of
Kyogoku-cho in Hokkaido. The town, which is located at the northeastern foot of Mt. Yotei, is widely known as
the “Town of Water.”

Areas including the central part of the town are blessed with nature and an easily accessible riverside environ-
ment and, depending on the location, views of Mt. Yotei. The basic policy for the Hometown River Improvement
Project, therefore, was drawn up from three viewpoints: “use by local residents and tourists,”  “views of Mt.
Yotei and landscapes taking advantage of local natural environment” and “natural environment to be conserved
and used effectively.” These concepts were expressed as “enjoyable rivers,”  “beautiful and nostalgic land-
scape” and “the conservation and rehabilitation of natural rivers,” respectively.

With respect to “use,” the proposed plan was designed to form a network of riverside spaces including the
central district of the town and tourist destinations and to facilitate access to riverside spaces. With respect to
“landscape,” attention was paid to views of Mt. Yotei and harmony with the local natural environment. With
respect to “natural environment,” the proposed plan was designed to contribute to the conservation and reha-

bilitation of a rich natural environment and promote the use of local nature for educational and other purposes.

Keywords : environmental conservation, use of riverside space, riverside landscape, traffic line network, barrier free
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