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Monitoring for the Kita River improvement project
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The Special Emergency Project for the Prevention of Extreme-severity Disasters for the Kita River branch of
the Gokase River, based on an improvement plan drawn up by a river works committee, was implemented while
being monitored by a monitoring committee, and the project was completed in 2004.

Following the 1997 amendment of the River Law, the river works for the Kita River is the first example in
Japan of a project with the goal of enhancing flood control through intensive river improvement while conserving
an excellent natural environment.

In the study, the effect and influence of the river improvement works for Kita River were determined through
monitoring, and the predictions made at the planning stage and the policy for the river works were verified.

As a result, it has been confirmed that with respect to the physical environment, there were no major changes
in bedform, such as changes in longitudinal bed profile over the length of the river or changes in river width, just
as expected at the planning stage. With respect to the biological environment, although there were some unex-
pected changes, such as the expansion of communities of Verbena brasiliensis, an alien plant species, the river

works were effective at almost all locations at which conservation measures were taken.

Keywords : monitoring, special emergency project for prevention of extreme-severity disasters, river works,

environmental conservation
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