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Study on effective utilization of river environment data
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River environment data such as environmental information maps are part of the information collected and pre-
pared with the aim of obtaining accurate information necessary for river improvement and management. River
environment data, which may include information about bedforms, vegetation, sightings of particular species, habi-
tat and life history of particular species and the results of interviews with local residents, is prepared in the form
of, for example, easy-to-understand drawings or other documents.

The data needed for obtaining accurate information on the river environment is supposed to be used for draw-
ing up a channel plan for the conservation or restoration of the river environment, for river works for such pur-
poses, or at the maintenance stage. However, since the methods for utilizing the data and documents or successful
examples of their use are not widely known, it is possible that the full extent of available information is not being
used.

This paper reviews and analyzes examples of utilization of river environment information maps to identify the
types of information to be read from river environmental data and methods for making effective use of such infor-
mation. On the basis of the results of deliberations made by the Committee on Utilization of River Environment
Data, the paper also introduces some of the knowledge and results obtained by the committee in the form of the

Guidelines for Use of River Environment Data (provisional name).
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