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Study on environmental goals related to rivers
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River Habitat Survey

As a result of the 1997 amendment of the River Law, “improvement and conservation of river environments”
is now one of its purposes. For the previously defined goals of “flood damage mitigation and water utilization,”
concrete and quantitative goals have been defined. The environmental goals, however, are defined only in qualita-
tive terms, and the establishment of a method for setting objective goals is anticipated.

In view of this situation, a committee chaired by Satoshi Yamagishi, Director General of the Yamashina
Institute of Ornithology, was formed to deliberate on two themes: (1) the feasibility of evaluating river environ-
ment goals scientifically and (2) the feasibility of expressing river environmental goals numerically. Working
groups composed of consultants related to the Ecology and Civil Engineering Society and various voluntary mem-
bers were also formed, and have been engaged in such activities as collecting and reviewing documents and infor-
mation from overseas and conducting basic studies on the introduction of various evaluation methods in other
countries.

This paper briefly introduces some of the concepts concerning environmental approaches presented at past
committee meetings, and challenges in the coming years identified by the committee. The paper also reports on

the results of deliberations on a Japanese-style “River Habitat Survey” method.

Keywords : river environmental goal, evaluation method, basic policy for river improvement, river improve-

ment plan, physical environment survey, River Habitat Survey
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