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Master planning for National Census on River Environments
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This paper describes the contents of the Master Survey Planning Manual, which was newly adopted for the
National Census on River Environments, and the study verifies the applicability, usefulness and propriety of the
manual by applying it to three rivers. Under the Manual for National Census for River Environments (Biological
Survey) 1997 (hereafter called the “Current Manual” ), survey items related to each species or related to river
environment base mapping ( “survey items” ) are determined by each office in the river system and surveys are
conducted independently. Consequently, consistency within the river system, compatibility of survey items and
rationality of survey area definition are not necessarily attained. In view of these circumstances, it has been decid-
ed to revise the Current Manual and introduce the concept of “master survey planning.” In order to achieve (1)
consistency within the river system, (2) appropriateness of survey area definition and (3) interrelatedness among
survey items, it has also been decided that the river offices and dam management offices in the river system joint-
ly draw up a master survey plan in the year before preparation for the survey is to be started. The results of a
study on “master survey planning” and the results of trial surveys have shown that master survey planning
makes it possible to conduct systematic and consistent surveys with respect to survey items, locations, period and

so forth within the river system, confirming the usefulness and benefits of master survey planning.

Keywords : master survey plan, longitudinal profile of river environment, survey year schedule, survey area,

survey period and frequency
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