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Evaluation method for nature-oriented river works
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In accordance with the policy of “improvement and conservation of river environments” defined under the

River Law amended in 1997, efforts have been redoubled to implement nature-oriented river works for many

rivers in Japan.

There is as yet no established method, however, for objective evaluation of project benefits. Consequently,

there are no criteria by which to appropriately select construction methods according to river characteristics, nor

is it possible to objectively explain to local residents why particular construction methods have been chosen. The

amended River Law also requires that the opinions of local residents be heard when implementing a river project.

It is therefore necessary to quantitatively show the benefits of the project to the local residents and explain the

decision-making process in objective terms.

This study was conducted with the aim of developing a method for the quantitative evaluation of projects for

nature-oriented river works by conducting case studies of rivers managed by the Shiga Prefectural Government.

Keywords : nature-oriented river works, quantitative evaluation, evaluation indicator, sandbar formation,

inundation frequency
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