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Measures to improve the land-water transition zone of Lake Biwa
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Since around 1985, the habitats along the shore of Lake Biwa have experienced adverse effects, human-induced
changes such as lakeshore modification, the loss of continuity of Lake Biwa and the influent channels and rice pad-
dies and the loss of shore inlets caused by population growth and farm reorganization in the drainage basin of
Lake Biwa.

In this study, in order to conserve or restore the land-water transition zone (including shore inlets, wetlands
and rice paddies) between the aquatic environment and the terrestrial environment of the lake, literature research
and additional studies were conducted on the physical and biological environment of the shore zone of Lake Biwa.

Environmental zone classification maps and environmental information maps were created for Lake Biwa.

Keywords : Lake Biwa, land-water transition zone, shore inlet, environmental information map, nature restora-

tion, reed bed
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