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Promoting a better understanding of nature-oriented river works
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The objective of nature-oriented river works is to conserve or create scenic natural landscapes, giving consider-
ation to the natural habitats of rivers while retaining necessary flood control and water utilization functions.
Various efforts have been underway throughout the country since about 1990 under the Ministry of Construction
(present Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport) concerning nature-oriented river works; however, they
are limited to nature-oriented revetments intended for use in conjunction with template cross-section channels
designed for flood control. It is therefore necessary to promote nature-oriented river works designed to be friend-
ly to natural habitats of rivers and conserve or create scenic natural landscapes.

This paper reports the basic concept of nature-oriented river works to help understand the essence of the
nature-friendly approach and reports important considerations at the planning, design and construction stages as

well as useful findings.
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