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Environmental goals in the lower reaches of the Ishikari River
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The ideal environmental achievement for the Ishikari River is not “restoration,” but rather “rehabilitation,”
which involves conserving the existing excellent river environment and restoring river functions as part of the
qualitative enhancement of the naturalness of the basin while maintaining existing land uses made possible by an
improved flood control environment created through cut-off channels and other flood control projects.

The review of existing information on the physical and natural environment and the construction of cut-off
channels, both carried out for nature restoration, are mostly completed. In view of the fact that natural riverbanks
existing before the channel excavation (dredging) still remain, it was decided to conserve and restore the banks
and channels that existed before the mid-1960s. Restoration of the lake environment and the wetland environment
that had declined or disappeared from the river basin was also adopted as a goal to be achieved under a pilot
project.

Presuming that shallow and gentle-slope areas were once habitats for Japanese lamprey larvae and aquatic
plants, these areas were examined by using existing data and field investigation results, and measures to be taken
to restore the riverbanks and channel configuration were devised.

This paper reports on the goal-setting process, the restoration goals, and study results concerning proposed

measures to achieve those goals.

Keywords : Ishikari River, nature restoration, rehabilitation, goal, bank configuration, lake, wetland, Japanese

lamprey, ecotones
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