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A study on the River Basin Management Plan for the Tsurumi River Basin
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The Tsurumi River is one of the most urbanized rivers in Japan, in that 85% of its basin has been urbanized
and the hydrological cycle of the river basin is no longer sound. The conservation and restoration of the sound-
ness of the hydrological system is a pressing priority. In view of the situation, the national government agencies,
autonomous bodies and residents of the river basin began deliberations on the River Basin Management Plan for
the Tsurumi River Basin, and the draft plan was drawn up by the end of March 2004. The next step will be the
formulation of an "action plan" by the agencies and organizations concerned and implementation of the plan in a
sustainable manner by applying a system management technique.

This paper reports on the methods and processes, as well as the considerations, involved in community building
through comprehensive measures, including those to restore a sound hydrological system of the river basin and
the rationale behind those measures, methods for raising river basin awareness, and the adoption of a manage-
ment system for sustainable implementation. Hopefully, this paper will contribute to similar efforts in other river
basins and provide information that will help to formulate guidelines for effective management and develop effec-

tive measures.

Key words : river basin awareness, restoration of sound hydrological system, the River Basin Management

Plan, nature-oriented multi-functional works for comprehensive flood control, management cycle
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