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A study on the ongoing efforts to restore clear streams
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The Koyama River and the Motokoyama River in the Tone River System are located in the northern part of
Saitama Prefecture. Although the drainage basins of these rivers are blessed with abundant nature, rapid urban-
ization has caused gross deterioration of the water environment including water contamination from dumping of
wastes. Various improvement measures including wastewater control and river cleanup have already been taken,
but these measures have not yet proved sufficiently effective. Furthermore, the area along the Koyama and the
Motokoyama rivers has been designated as a regional core city area in the Honjo region, so there is concern about
further deterioration of the water environment caused, for example, by population growth in the coming years.
Under these circumstances, the Koyama and the Motokoyama rivers were chosen as rivers to be improved under
Phase II of the Emergency Action Plan for the Improvement of Water Environment (Clear Stream Renaissance
II). In order to formulate an action plan for urgent improvement of the water environment, a concerted effort by
local residents, academic experts and administrators is underway. During the year and a half leading up to the
formulation of Clear Stream Renaissance II, the parties concerned attended a number of regional council meetings
to participate in discussions about water environment goals, building consensus on desirable forms of water envi-
ronment, measures to achieve the water environment goals and various problems from different angles and view-
points. Under Clear Stream Renaissance II thus formulated, the first set of concrete actions for the Koyama River
and the Motokoyama River will be taken in FY 2004.

This paper reports on the formulation process.
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