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A study on water transportation on the Ohta River
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This paper reports on the results of a study conducted in 2003 on water transportation on the Ohta River.
Water transportation used to be practiced widely on the six rivers flowing through the delta area of Hiroshima
City including the Ohta River, but subsequently declined as land transportation developed. In the wake of the
Hanshin-Awaji Earthquake (Hyogo-ken Nanbu Earthquake) of 1995, the importance of water transportation was
rediscovered, and the need for the construction of boat landing facilities for emergency use became obvious. As a
"Hiroshima: city of water" scheme is being studied and implemented by the municipal government, water trans-
portation is attracting attention as a tourism resource, and its revitalization and various usages are drawing forth
numerous expectations.

The purpose of this study is to determine the locations of boat landing facilities to be utilized for tourism and
transportation, taking into account possible use as emergency routes for transportation of relief supplies. As a
result of the study, three locations, one at the mouth of the Ohta River floodway and two inner-city sites on the
main stream (the old Ohta River), were selected as boat landing facilities for emergency and tourism use. In view
of the size of boat needed to handle relief supplies in an emergency, landing facilities with 35-meter-long berths
would be needed. The benefits of the project for boat landing facilities for emergency use were evaluated using
the contingent valuation method. Economic evaluation indicated that the benefit/cost ratio for the project, includ-

ing both disaster prevention and tourism functions, is 5.9.

Key words : Ohta River, water transportation, boat landing facilities for emergency use, economic analysis
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