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Planning of Hamao Retarding Basin utilization with involvement of local residents
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The Hamao Retarding Basin, planned for the left bank of the Abukuma River in Sukagawa City, will be a flood
control facility having an area of about 60 ha. Sukagawa City, located in the upper reaches of the river, suffered
severe flood damage in August 1986 and August 1998. The pressing need to enhance the degree of safety against
flood resulted in the planning of fundamental flood control measures including the construction of embankments
and a retarding basin. The Hamao Retarding Basin Utilization Plan was drawn up in June 2001 with the objective
of making effective use of the retarding basin for the local community in normal times.

In the plan, the area was divided into seven zones and basic concepts were established for each one.

This paper reports on the discussions and consensus-building efforts involving local residents in FY 2002 and
2003. The main issues concerned concrete measures to be taken, usage and maintenance requirements for the
"conservation zone" and the "water corridor zone", which are to be integrated with the retarding basin, among the

seven zones outlined in the Hamao Retarding Basin Utilization Plan.
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