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Improving the riverfront environment of the Shonai River
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This paper outlines a study conducted in 2003 on the improvement of the Shonai River riverfront environment.
The Nishibiwajima area, selected as the study site, has been a flood-prone area since ancient times. The "Tokai
heavy rain" in 2000 inflicted considerable flood damage, reminding the local residents of how dangerous floods can
be. The residents of this area are highly aware of the importance of flood defense and control measures. In the
Shonai River area, an emergency project is currently underway for the rehabilitation of the area damaged during
the heavy rain of 2000.

Many flood protection facilities are planned along the river. The river space including Nishibiwajima-cho
Riverland (park) existing on the dry riverbed is among the area's valuable resources, so it is important to devise
ways to make effective use of the river space as an integral part of the plan for the entire area.

Therefore, a plan for the improvement of the riverfront environment (such as utilization of the flood-protection
facility development area and river space, and pedestrian circulation schemes for its utilization) was drawn up by
building consensus with the local autonomous bodies concerned, local residents, etc., through collecting community

building data, conducting interviews and holding workshops.

Key words : utilization of flood-protection facility development area, river space utilization, waterfront environ-

ment, river user circulation, local resident, flood protection center
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