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Fish-friendly river works for the Kita River
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The basin of the Kita River in the southern part of Fukui Prefecture has suffered frequent flood damage, such
as during the flood of 1953, and consequently, various river projects including embankment construction have
been carried out. Utilization of the river for agricultural and other purposes has been practiced for many years;
therefore, many diversion facilities have been built.

In recent years, the loss of river continuity between the upper and lower reaches and with rice paddies has
resulted in increased adverse effects on biological habitats. Since January 1994, when the river was designated as
a "Model project for the promotion of river works to facilitate fish migration”, the construction of fishways
designed mainly for the improvement of migration routes has been executed, but the improvement of river-cross-
ing structures for agricultural use has lagged behind, and upriver and downriver journeys of migratory fish
species are still hampered.

This paper reports on the details of the "Fish-friendly river works plan" developed with the aim of restoring the
present Kita River to the condition it enjoyed in the mid-1950s. The "Fish-friendly river works plan" for re-natural-
ization of the Kita River was created not only to restore the migratory routes of fish but also to conserve and

restore habitats of the various species that depend on the river for their survival.

Key words : Kita River, nature restoration, fish-friendly river works, fish distribution and migration map
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