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Improving fish habitats in waters linked to rivers
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With the growing public concern over the environment, efforts are underway to make agricultural facilities
such as water channels more environmentally friendly. In the field of river management, efforts are also being
made to make rivers more suitable to migratory fish species and improve habitat conditions for fish and other
organisms. All of these efforts are proving effective to some degree. However, for various reasons such as differ-
ences in priority of improvement, actions often must be made separately, so rivers and agricultural facilities such
as rice paddies and water channels are not necessarily hospitable to fish inhabitants. Under these circumstances,
cooperation between agriculture and river management is now needed because biological habitats can be dramati-
cally improved and the environment can be effectively restored by reestablishing the connection between rivers
and agricultural water channels so that the two types of environment are made continuous. As a cooperative
effort, the Rural Development Bureau of the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries and the River
Bureau of the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport have decided to coordinate their projects by compil-
ing manuals for cooperative projects. This paper clarifies the effects of cooperative projects and identifies key con-
siderations in project coordination.

In view of these effects and considerations, the paper also reports on the basic concepts, goals and concrete
measures to be taken for the improvement of biological habitats in waters linked to rivers and on the challenges

associated with the implementation of cooperative projects.
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