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Restoration of the Naka and the Ayase rivers
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The Naka River and the Ayase River flow through the plain extending over Tokyo and the eastern part of
Saitama. The rapid urbanization that has been taking place along the lower reaches since 1960 has increased flood
runoff, and made the area along the rivers much more prone to floods than in the past. To prevent further flood
damage, river improvement projects were carried out extensively, and the flood control functions of the Naka and
the Ayase rivers have been significantly upgraded. As a consequence of these improvements, the rivers have
adopted typically artificial landscapes and have lost much of their natural environment.

Under highly adverse urban conditions, it is a huge challenge to find ways to preserve and improve the Naka
River and the Ayase River as the precious little natural space remaining for future generations.

To tackle this challenge, the authors reviewed the characteristics and shapes of the channels of the Naka and
the Ayase rivers and the land usage in the adjacent areas, and identified the problems to be solved for the conser-
vation, creation and restoration of the natural environment according to river channel type. Based on their find-
ings, the authors defined a rudimentary approach to be taken and the direction of improvement measures in

order to solve those problems.

Key words : Naka River, Ayase River, riverside natural environment, networking with landside nature
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