DN—70> MNRZEFIRE 5155 2004F9A

PTELEAHPH

FROIYDP LA ZBIINDK Y (EEBRBREI)

River works to restore Thorea okadae habitats
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The Yasumuro River is a tributary of the Chigusa River in the southwestern part of Hyogo Prefecture. Because
one of the endangered freshwater alga species, Thorea okadae (chisujinori in Japanese), has not been identified
since 1995, the conservation and restoration of habitats for valuable alga species such as Thorea okadae and a
diverse high-quality ecosystem became a high priority of the river environment. In this study, a nature restoration
plan for the Yasumuro River was drawn up with the objective of restoring an attractive river environment where
Thorea okadae can thrive and people can enjoy contact with the river.

Before drawing up the plan, the authors analyzed the problems of the Yasumuro River and related factors, tak-
ing into consideration the history of the Yasumuro River basin, and evaluated the impact response for each of the
nature restoration measures. The authors conducted a water temperature survey by using thermo sensors and
attempted to match the survey results with the alga species' habitat locations in order to identify closely associat-
ed spring locations. Principal measures listed in the plan are (1) flushing release to be performed by operating
agricultural diversion weirs, (2) restoration of shallows, pools and springs, and (3) holding of workshops, etc. involv-

ing local residents.

Key words : Yasumuro River, Thorea okadae, valuable algae, thermo sensor, flushing release,

nature restoration
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