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Preface

This report contains a collection of selected papers and reports concerning the activities in fiscal 2003 of
the Riverfront Research Institute, a core institution subsidiary to the Foundation for Riverfront
Improvement and Restoration.

The mission of the Foundation is to conduct research concerning various subjects including river works
in harmony with nature {(e.g. restoration of natural rivers), implementation of "Super Levee" plans, restoration
of the water cycle, river navigation, and riverfront landscapes.

Recent years have seen growing public interest in the natural environment, leading to the enactment of
"the Nature Restoration Law" and the launch of nature restoration projects in Japan. Under these circum-
stances, the percentage of research focusing on the conservation and restoration of the natural environments
of rivers and coasts has been on the increase.

In June 2004, the Landscape Law, the first comprehensive landscape-related law in Japan, was promulgat-
ed. With the new law, the importance of rivers as a landscaping element is likely to grow in the coming
years. We believe, therefore, that it is imperative to redouble our research efforts in that area.

This report contains a total of 24 papers ranging widely in topics from very basic ones that may become
part of future standards for river projects to interim reports of ongoing research. Our intent in compiling
this report was to provide information on the scope and trends of our research activities to as many people
as possible.

We are determined to continue our research efforts in order to contribute to make Japan a more safe and
nature-rich country,

Any thoughts or opinions on this report would be appreciated.

September, 2004

Takashi Sunakawa

Acting President
Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration
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