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National Census on Beach-inhabiting Plants and Animals
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The amendment of the Seacoast Law in May 1999 made it necessary to aim for comprehensive coastal
management capable of striking the balance among protection, environmental conservation and utilization. In
the area of environmental conservation, it is important to determine, with a correct understanding of the
coastal environment, how the coasts can be conserved and how the balance between protection and utiliza-
tion can be achieved. If management tasks such as coastal conservation master planning and appropriate
coastal improvement are to be performed appropriately according to the characteristics of each coast, the es-
tablishment of an institutional system for collecting, collating and accumulating information on the place un-
der consideration on a continual basis is essential. After that, an evaluation method needs to be established.

A very small number of studies, however, have dealt with this subject, particularly for sand beaches. Be-
cause of inadequacy of existing evaluation systems for the collection, collation, accumulation and analysis of
information, the coastal environment in Japan has not yet been fully investigated. In view of these circum-
stances, under the guidance of the Committee for the National Census on Beach-inhabiting Plants and Ani-
mals, the authors have been continuing, by collecting, collating, accumulating and analyzing information on
the plants and animals inhabiting beach areas, a study to establish a method for evaluating the coastal envi-
ronment as a biological environment. Based mainly on the survey conducted in 2002, this paper outlines the
background and process of the development of the Manual for the National Census on Beach-inhabiting

Plants and Animals, and reports on subjects for future study.
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