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Trends in Inland Waterway Transport in Japan and abroad
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This paper reports on the world trends in Inland Waterway Transport based on the information collected
in Japan and other countries for the preparation of the statement concerning “water and transport,” one of
the main themes of the Third World Water Forum held in Kyoto, Osaka and Shiga on March 16 to 23,
2003.

Inland Waterway Transport is more energy efficient and environmentally friendly than motor transport.
Expectations for inland waterway transport are high in the areas of water environment creation and disaster
prevention and as a means of arterial transportation.

Environmental problems caused by excessive dependence on motor transport are major problems being
encountered by industrialized countries. In Europe and the United States, deregulation and other efforts are
underway to improve inland waterway transport. In developing countries, Inland Waterway Transport is be-
ing expected to enable efficient goods transport and expand the economic zones, and international organiza-
tions are playing key roles in providing assistance.

Inland Waterway Transport is expected to perform various functions and play various roles associated
mainly with goods movement, environment, recreation and disaster prevention. In order to create a sustain-
able society and promote economic growth, it is important to share experience and knowledge and promote

human resource development and research and development collaboration in the international community.

Key words : Water Forum, Inland Waterway Transport, coastal water transport, energy efficiency, water-

side environment, disaster prevention, zero waste society, modal shift
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