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Planning of Otsu floodway environmental improvement
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The Otsu Floodway diverts flood flows in eight rivers (Mita, Kitsune, Morikoshi, Hyota, Shinozu, Sagami,
Do-no, Moroko) running through the southern part of Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture, in their middle reaches
and discharge them into the Seta River. The floodway is mostly a tunnel located at a depth of 20 to 30 m
below ground surface, but the section connecting to the Seta River is an open-cut channel. National High-
way Route 422 along the right bank of the Seta River is the approach to Ishiyama Temple, and the area is a
designated scenic area. In planning the development of the open-channel section of the Otsu Floodway and
related facilities, therefore, it is necessary to aim to create a river environment in harmony with the sur-
roundings. In view of these circumstances, in this study, an environmental improvement plan for the open-
cut channel section of the Otsu Floodway consistent with the environmental plans for the surrounding areas
is drawn up in order to create a river-based community in the Ishiyama Temple area and to revitalize the
area.

The purpose of this study was to determine what the appearance of the open-cut section of the Otsu
Floodway and the Route 422 bridge, both of which will emerge in the lush greenery of the valley, should
be, and identify actions to be taken in connection with the high water channels of the Seta River, which will
be interrupted at the Seta River-floodway junction. To this end, the Otsu Floodway Environment Plan,
which includes landscaping plans for the revetments of the Otsu Floodway and the Route 422 bridge, both
of which need to be designed in view of the historical characteristics of the area and of harmony with the
surroundings, greening measures in the area along the floodway, and measures to maintain the continuity of

the high water channels of the Seta River, were drawn up.

Key Words : floodway, environmental improvement, history, culture, landscape, greening, public involve-

ment, boosting of local economy
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