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Report on river-based nature learning
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This paper briefly reports on the “river-based nature learning” program carried out by river administrators
of Gifu Prefectural Government in fiscal 2002 and discusses desirable forms of nature learning.

Children today do not have sufficient opportunities to get in touch with nature, and there are not many
places where they can play in a natural setting, either. From the viewpoint of mental education, the impor-
tance of play using nature and of outdoor experience is being increasingly voiced.

In 2002, new curricula were introduced in elementary and junior high schools in Japan. Comprehensive
learning began in earnest under the new curricula, and efforts are being made to practice environmental edu-
cation and outdoor activities, but river-based nature learning is still left with some challenges yet to be ad-
dressed such as safety and instructors.

Since fiscal 2001, Gifu Prefecture has been providing assistance for “river-based nature learning” by pro-
viding a learning environment in which children can have first-hand experience of the local environment, in
order to improve children’s attitude toward rivers, enhance their environmental awareness and help them to
become partners with whom to think about the local environment and rivers in future. In fiscal 2002, a total
of 44 learning opportunities (92 hours in total) were provided for a total of 19 schools, 20 school years and
1,007 participants. Seminars for instructors and children’s conferences were also held, and the results were

used to consider desirable forms of nature learning in the years to come.
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