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What the cooperation with citizens should be like
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Rivers are natural public property that fosters a great diversity of life and supports ecosystems peculiar to
each locality. River projects, therefore, are planned and implemented from the standpoint of not only flood
control and water utilization, but also the improvement and conservation of the river environment. In June
1997, the River Law was amended to expand its scope to include the improvement and conservation of the
river environment. New systems have also been instituted to reflect the opinions of local communities in
river projects.

In recent years, citizens have become more interested in participating in community activities and building
a more or less independent community with a distinctive personality. In the area of river management, too,
there are growing calls for cooperation with citizens. Under these circumstances, in December2000the River
Council submitted a report titled “Desirable Forms of River—related Cooperation with Citizens” in response
to a ministerial request. Local efforts to achieve better cooperation between government and citizens have
also been underway, but there are many municipalities that are still undecided as to what to do to strengthen
cooperation between government and citizens.

Drawing on the opinions of academic experts about basic considerations in and the direction of coopera-
tion with citizens’ groups in the drainage basin of the lower reaches of the Ara River, this report proposes a
method for strengthening cooperation in the field, giving consideration to concrete challenges associated
with the allocation of responsibilities between government and the local community, sharing of information,
systems for reflecting a wide variety of opinions, and systems for involving volunteers.

Key words : river management, citizens’ group, NPO, NGO, partnership, cooperation, volunteer
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