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Study on Japanese rivers in view of history and culture
— Japanese and rivers —
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The Japanese people have long practiced rice cultivation, so their lives have been closely related with riv-
ers, and this relationship has been richly and variously expressed in many works of art including literature,
painting, noh and kabuki. These works of art give us various invaluable information on, for example, riv-
erscapes and nature that are now being lost, the dwindling relationship between people and rivers, and life-
styles closely connected to rivers that are now disappearing.

These works of art and ethnicity, which have become known not only among local communities but also
to the rest of the country, have formed views on rivers that are peculiar to the Japanese people. In this
sense, it can be said that rivers are among the elements that are most deeply rooted in the minds of Japanese
people.

In order to create a river that goes well with the history and natural features of an area and help to build
an area with a distinctive personality, it is necessary to conduct joint research to integrate knowledge gained
in various fields. Cooperation with local residents who are well versed in the history and natural features of

the area is also essential.

Key words : history and culture, building a community with personality, Japanese literature, waka
(Japanese poetic style), haiku (Japanese poetic style), imayo (Japanese traditional popular
song style), performing art, kabuki, noh, ethnicity, river people, festival, painting, movie,

modern literature
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