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Integrating rivers and cities into landscapes
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Urban rivers in Japan used to form attractive landscapes with the urban surroundings. Over the years,
however, riverscapes have deteriorated because of disaster prevention structures such parapets and water
quality deterioration, and cityscapes have deteriorated because of disorderly arrays of high—rise condomini-
ums and low—rise housing and of buildings faced away from the rivers. In recent years, riparian lands,
which were often underutilized or even not used at all, have been converted to residential development. In
view of these circumstances, the authors believe that this is a good opportunity for improving landscapes.

In this study, important landscape elements were extracted from landscapes of urban residential areas, and
changes in impressions created by those elements were determined by photomontage. The results thus ob-
tained indicated the importance of the space acting as the interface between the river and the built environ-
ment. Since, however, feasibility remained a problem because of such factors as compliance with urban
planning restrictions and effectiveness of urban planning techniques in effecting desired changes, the newly
developed planning approach was applied to specifically described areas, and model designs were made tak-
ing regional characteristics into consideration. Landscape perspectives were then created, and evaluation was
made. As a result, six viewpoints were identified as design considerations, and it was found that color,
greening and architectural design are important elements, and that the balance between river scale and build-
ings is an important interelemental relationship.

Key words : riverscape, landscape element, photomontage, model design, landscape perspective
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