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A new system for integrated implementation of urban development and high-standard levee
construction (waterfront urban regeneration)
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The conventional approach to high-standard levee construction has been to take the opportunities of, for
example, locally-led community building or the reconstruction of large-scale facilities and implement those
schemes as joint projects. Even after about 15 years since the institution of the system in 1987, however,
only about six percent of the planned total length (about 800 km) of high-standard levees have been com-
pleted so far. If a similar approach is continued to be used, the construction of the planned high-standard
levees will take a very long time.

In areas built up with wooden structures, which account for a considerable percentage of the areas of
planned high-standard levee that should be given high priority from the standpoint of river management, the
conventional method of combining high-standard levee construction with land readjustment is no longer
practical because of the financial difficulties being encountered by local public bodies. High-standard levee
construction, therefore, requires a project method that enables river administrators to propose a project.

High-standard levee construction entails the loss of land-use profits during a long period because of em-
bankment construction and the resultant relocation of buildings. In the conventional joint project method, the
consent of all rightholders to the long-term loss of land-use profits during high-standard levee construction
is outside the scope of a land readjustment project. In densely built-up areas, obtaining the consent of all
rightholders is no easy task.

In order to address these challenges associated with high-standard levee construction, the System for Inte-
grated Implementation of Urban Development and High-standard Levee Construction (Waterfront Urban Re-
generation),” which is a new system instituted as a result of a fiscal 2002 study under which river adminis-
trators assume a leading role in utilizing land readjustment projects carried out by Urban Development Cor-

poration. This paper reports on this new system.

Key words : waterfront urban regeneration, high-standard levee, land readjustment, Urban Development

Corporation, integrated implementation
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