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Preparing for the revision of the Manual for National Census on River Environments
(interim report)
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More than 10 years have passed since the National Census on River Environments began in 1990. Now
that the second rounds of surveys have been completed, the biotas and their distribution of the Class A river
systems in Japan, the investigation of which was the initial purpose of the national survey, have been deter-
mined in considerable detail. With the growing public interest in river environments stimulated by such fac-
tors as the amendment of the River Law, there is growing need to collect data necessary for the determina-
tion and evaluation of the functions of rivers as the habitat of life.

In view of these circumstances, from fiscal 2001, the framework for and the purpose of the biological sur-
veys conducted as part of the National Census on River Environments have been reviewed, and work is now
underway to review the scope of survey in preparation for the revision of the current version (1997 version)
of the Manual for the National Census on River Environments : Biological Surveys.

This report describes the framework for and the purpose of the biological surveys which have been deter-

mined by fiscal 2002 and the results of the study on the scope of the basic survey.

Key words : National Census on River Environments, biological survey, river management, evaluation of

river environment function, survey manual
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