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A report from the Study Group on River Ecosystem
—Research activities of Kizu River Study Group—
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In 1995, the Study Group on River Ecosystem was established, and the group has been engaged in re-
search on the Tama, Chikuma, Kizu and Kita (Miyazaki Prefecture) rivers. The purpose of the study group
is to define a new form of river management through joint research conducted by ecological and river engi-
neering researchers, in order to shed light on the little-known functions and structure of river ecosystems un-
der changing environmental conditions and determine what a river should be like. The Kizu River Study
Group of the Study Group on River Ecosystem, which is responsible for research in the Kyotanabe area, has
been conducting studies and research focusing on the physical environment of rapidly changing sand bars
and the ecology of life inhabiting them. This paper reports the scope of research and activities of the Kizu

River Study Group and discusses the present state of the sand bars of the Kizu River.
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