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A study on nature restoration in the lower reaches of the Ishikari River

il - A = SR ER
I - RS AR £ UE 7
ELTIENVAC: IR~ (i N SR d

AFENTEIRO T RLEB LAY 5 AFFE Tl HEKBETEZ .G LTED S zm) s &k O c1r b
NI-HEKEREEOEMIZL Y . 2O TCOILRREFE IR S, W, EEbe L CRHTREZ b
WHEFINEDbo, L L. 2D L) B AEN LA 37 M, AR OZFDORNE O BREREE I L TH4
WEBREOEMAE RIZTL, OO0 AEZ@BE LT, AYWOAER - AFBRBEICORE 2L 52 TE 7,

AR, BARREOREIT T 2SN EFIZME D WINIBVWTH TN FE Tho TEREREL I R
ZH)EDRENEHENOOH DL, ZOLH) RIKNT, ELZGHE T, PRIAEEI VIO AT LOFE - fi
AT b b HAKMLZNS NARKROLZHESE LD ) ~HRFEFE~] 2HEDTVE, AMINICE
WTH, HARFAEFRESCHRTEDE Z HE WY ANTANEBHEEDOEARKD LN T WD,

AWFZEIE. AMNNZBWTINE TITh N T E 72 KRFERTUS A H OZALAS, W1 BREE K O 8 BR 5
WCRANT L 7B dit, D L72bDTh b, T2, WK OTIEOERNZE LR L 72 LT, mliERE L
N ORI EOFEE M L7z ATy AN »DOTH L Tz IEEE2HAE L OO, HBOREIZEL
WEBKD B o 7 IEKFEONEE S S ICED LA OGRS, BRFEDORERW ZE 2 T EIRE L 72,
F—T7—F I ABKFI. BRABLE. VERE. BERE, ERIRE, HERE. REEE. BIIOER

As a result of river improvement consisting mainly of short-cut channel construction and the construction
of drainage channel networks in the drainage basin, the vast Ishikari Plain extending along the middle and
lower reaches of the Ishikari River has been dewatered and transformed into vast tracts of inhabitable and
productive land. These human impacts, however, have caused various physical changes in the natural envi-
ronment of the Ishikari River and its drainage basin, thus inducing considerable changes in the habitats of
plants and animals.

In recent years, there have been growing calls for environmental conservation, and public demand is
growing for the restoration of the environmental functions of rivers. Under these circumstances, in 2002
the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport launched a number of nature restoration projects aiming
to restore healthy natural rivers. For the Ishikari River, too, nature restoration projects and river improve-
ment projects that place emphasis on nature restoration are being hoped for.

In this study, the effects of past flood control projects implemented for the Ishikari River and changes in
land use patterns in the river basin on the river environment and the environment of the entire river basin
are investigated and analyzed. Historical changes in the river and its basin are studied, and challenges asso-
ciated with the river environment and flood control are identified. Also, basic concepts for nature restora-
tion, such as the utilization of the old river to make flood control projects that have contributed to the devel-

opment of the river basin more effective while restoring the environment of the Ishikari River, are proposed.

Key words : Ishikari River, nature restoration, physical environment, vegetational environment, wetland

environment, lake environment, environmental goal, utilization of the old river
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