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Evaluating a nature-oriented river improvement project in Shiga Prefecture
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Nature-oriented river improvement was initiated in1990, but the early efforts did not seem to be guided by
a clearly articulated vision. Now that more thanl0years have passed since nature-oriented river improvement
efforts got underway, it has become possible to draw up plans according to clearly defined objectives with
the understanding of the importance of prior investigation.

It is common practice, however, for planners and designers to plan and design nature-oriented river im-
provement projects without having clearly defined objectives, and it is generally said that there are many
project sites where it is not possible to evaluate the success or failure of projects. Thus, there are as yet no
established criteria for evaluating nature-oriented river improvement projects. Various surveys and investiga-
tions such as the National Survey on River Environments are conducted to investigate the state of river envi-
ronments, and simple, standardized surveys are also conducted in accordance with the Manual of Fact-
Finding and Follow-Up Surveys for Nature-Oriented River Improvement (River Bureau, Ministry of Land,
Infrastructure and Transport). Detailed pre-and post-project surveys and follow-up surveys are rarely con-
ducted, however, and there is not a sufficient amount of data that can be used to evaluate nature-oriented
river improvement projects.

In this study, an attempt is made to develop a method for quantitative evaluation of nature-oriented river
improvement projects, taking into consideration the characteristics of projects implemented in Shiga Prefec-

ture, by looking at examples of near-natural rivers (model rivers) actually created in the prefecture.

Key words : nature-oriented river improvement, quantitative evaluation, evaluation indicator, Shiga Pre-

Sfecture
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