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Preface

This report contains selected papers on the results of the research conducted in fiscal 2002 by the
Riverfront Research Institute affiliated with the Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration.

The mission of the Foundation is to conduct research on the conservation and utilization of the natu-
ral environment of waterfronts including rivers and coasts, improvement waterfront environment im-
provement and its application to city planning, river improvement by high-standard levees called “super
levees,” and the conservation and restoration of the river ecosystem.

In response to the growing public concern about the natural environment and because of the clear
stipulation of the improvement and conservation of the environment under the River Law and the Sea-
coast Law, recent research efforts tend to be centered around the conservation and restoration of the
natural environment of rivers and coasts, river-based city planning and the relationship between rivers
and human beings, in addition to the theme more fundamental to the safety and security of the country
such as flood control. Since the Nature Restoration Promotion Law took effect in January 2003, it is
likely that efforts will be increased to conserve and restore the natural environment,

The papers contained in this repoit are wide-ranging, from those dealing with fundamental research
results that provide criteria for future river projects to those that are merely interim reports on the pro-
gress of researches that have just begun. This wide coverage is intended to allow as many people as
possible to know the trends and topics in our research.

We are determined to continue our research efforts in order to contribute to building a safe and attrac-
tive country that is rich in nature.

We would appreciate your comments and opinions about this report.

October, 2003

Yoshio Matsuda

President
Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration

Hideaki Yokouchi

Chief Manager
Riverfront Research Institute
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