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Preface

This report covers the major activities of the Riverfront Research Institute affiliated with the
Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration.

This Foundation aims at promoting wide-ranging research regarding the conservation of the
natural environment and utilization at the waterfront of rivers and coasts, improvement of the
waterfront environment and its taking into city planning, construction of super levees and the
conservation/restoration of river ecology.

Because of increasing public awareness of the importance of the natural environment and a
series of revisions of the River Law and the Seacoast Law to clearly stipulate the need for the
improvement and conservation of the environment in recent years, there has been growing
emphasis on research on the conservation/restoration of the natural environment of rivers and
seacoasts, the city planning considering the presence of rivers, the relationship between people
and rivers, etc. in addition to the more fundamental themes for national land conservation,
including river improvement.

This report includes various kind of papers, ranging from those of research results which
provide criteria for future environmental improvement to those which describe the progress of
the latest research. The inclusion of such a variety of papers is intended to allow as many people
as possible to know the trends of research themes.

The importance of regional development in harmony with nature is again pointed out at the
Nation Building Conference for the 21st Century held this year which was presided by the
Prime Minister.

Finally, we would be very grateful for your opinions on the contents of the Report.

October, 2002
Yoshio Matsuda

President
Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration

Hideaki Yokouchi

Chief Manager
Riverfront Research Institute
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