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Research in Works Offices Relating to Environmental Accounting
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This research studies and puts together the concept of environmental accounting in the public
domain, using as a case study the Arakawa River Lower Reaches Works Office of the National
Land and Transportation Ministry. "Environmental Accounting” expresses the various works
relating to many different environments in terms of "costs" and "effects, and is something that
has been growing and developing rapidly in recent years as a tool that would contribute to
sustained development. However, the definition thereof has not yet been fully decided and
agreed upon, and the current situation is such that many and varied trials and proposals are
being made from the macro (world) level to the micro (corporate) level, depending upon the area
and objectives involved.
In Japan, many efforts have been made mainly by companies in the private sector. In March
2000, a paper entitled "For the Establishing of Environmental Accounting System" was
unveiled by the Environment Agency, and so further development of environmental accounting
is now anticipated. Meanwhile, environmental accounting in the public sector is saddled with
many and varied issues such as differences in concepts as compared with corporate activities,
and so it can be said that the tackling of the issue has only just begun.
In the studies conducted here, the concepts of introducing environmental accounting in works
offices have been sorted out, and classified into two main areas. The whole or part of one has
the objectives of conservation and creation of the environment, such as is seen in water
purification works, while the other is one in which considerations are extended to conservation
of the environment in the stage of execution of works such as the purchasing of greenery. Asa
result, knowledge and information were obtained on the building of a framework for
environmental accounting in works offices.
Keywords: Environmental Accounting, Sustained Development, internal Functions, External
Functions, Environmentai Costs, Environmeniai Effects, Guideiines for
Environmental Accounting
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