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Survey on State of Coastal Refuse
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This paper summarizes an outline of a survey conducted in FY 2000 and the results on the
nationwide state of coastal refuse.
There are a variety of problems in the conservation of the coastal environments. They include
a decline in sandy beaches because of shortage of earth and sand supply, detrimental effects
upon ecological systems caused by people use and by coastline conservation facilities, and refuse
drifted ashore. Of these problems, the countermeasures of the refuse problem mainly consist
of symptomatic therapies such as the citizenry of the region or velunteer organizations carrying
out cleanup activities on a daily basis, and have not reached resolving the root causes.
A true picture of coastal refuse had not been clear in the first place. Therefore surveys on it
were conducted at 380 beaches throughout the nation. The coast administrators carried out
the surveys in cooperation with local governments, citizens and others. The total length of the
coastlines surveyed was approximately 520 km, and the number of participated people was over
94,000.
The estimated national average for the refuse weight was 6.3 tons per kilometer of coast.
Natural refuse such as seaweed or driftwood accounted for approximately 60% and man-made
refuse such as plastics, glass and metals was about 40%. Products close at hand in our daily
livelihood such as PET bottles and beverage cans were the largest proportion of the man-made
refuse.
Keywords: Coastal Refuse, Refuse Drifted Ashore, Cleaning up of Beaches,

Regional Citizenry, NGOs, White Sand Beaches Bordered by Green Pines
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