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Watershed Master Plan for Tsurumi River
~ Advanced tackling directed to fiowing watershed management ~
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In order to cope with the rapid urbanization taking place in the reaches of the Tsurumi River,
overall flood control measures intended to improve the degree of safety in flood control from the
standpoint of the reaches of the river are being carried out. But it is difficult, if not impossible,
to resolve in an overall matter the decline in greenery and spring waters, decline in dells,
deterioration of the habitat and growth-development environments of creatures and plants, and
pollution of water, through the sole use of measures that are focused mainly on flood control.
In order to resolve these issues, there is a need to strengthen the perceptions of placing priority
upon the environment and priority upon participation as seen in conventional "overall flood
control,” overall flood control must be made nature-oriented and endowed with multi-functions,
and the participation of a wide range of relevant persons should be promoted. Accordingly,
work commenced on the planning and establishing of a "Watershed Master Plan for the
Tsurumi River", based on a key phrase consisting of "Making Water Cycle Systems into Sound
and Healthy Systems," as something that would indicate in concrete terms the desirable form of
future measures for river improvement and measures for river reaches and means and ways to
materialize these measures.
This report drew forth the conclusion that in the study processes of the planning and
establishing of the watershed master plan for the Tsurumi River, the following three procedures
would be effective in reaching an awareness of the current situation and reaching a state where
the issues are shared among all, the formulating of agreements and reaching of decisions, and
the clarification of the activities of each of the principal bodies and means of assuring the
possibilities of realization. These procedures are: the "Establishing of an Arena for the
Providing of Information and Cooperation” in order to formulate a common awareness and
agreement on the current situation and issues that rivers and their reaches are facing;
"Adoption of IT Technology" such as water cycle models that are expressive of the GIS database
of the reaches and water situation prevailing in the reaches; and the "Planning and
Establishing of a Watershed Master Plan" which is an overall policy/measure for depicting a
future vision for the reaches and for the waters using the preceding procedures as tools.
Keywords: Making Water Cycle Systems into Sound and Healthy Systems, Watershed Master
Plan, Water Cycle Model/Flood Inundation Models, Formulating of Agreements
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