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Regional Vitalization and River Navigation
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In recent years, people have started to reconsider the functions of river navigation.  Efforts
for regional vitalization based on rebuilding it are underway in different parts of the nation.
This is a sign of the fact that the relationship between rivers and their adjacent regions has
become close. The Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport is also currently carrying
out improvement works of rivers as living spaces of the people, taking the historical
background of regions and their rivers into consideration.
This report introduces instances of local governments tackling regional vitalization through
river navigation and summarized the tasks to be taken in the future.
Case studies were conducted in the lower reaches of the Edo River and Yodo River. Local
governments along the rivers reconsidered the functions of river navigation from the
standpoint of the public interest, and prepared action plans under the future visions. They
carried out trial operations of boats for local citizens, and symposia for publicity and
enlightenment of people, as the first step. Such activities aimed at obtaining the
understanding and support of the inhabitants in the riverfront.
The tasks to be carried out are building of internal organizations within local governments for
carrying out the work in a continuous manner, implementation of measures to link up with
relevant organizations and son on.
Keywords: Regional Vitalization, Rebuilding of River navigation,

Linking up with Regional Bodies, Trial Operations, Symposia
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