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River Improvement Planning and the ichinomiya River Hometown
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The Ichinomiya River is a second class river that has its source in the Gongen Forest in
Osakabe, Nagara Town, in the northern Boso Hills of Chiba Prefecture east of Tokyo; it then
merges as it flows on with the Mizukami River, the Sanzu River, the Toyoda River, the Aku
River, the Tsurue River, and the Mizusawa River, and the aggregate length of the main
stream, which pours into the Pacific Ocean at the Kujukuri coast just beyond Hitotsumatsu,
Chose1 Village, is 37.3 kilometers, a river with a total area of its reaches of 203 square
kilometers.
In recent years, in August, 1989, in September 1995, and in September, 1996, the area
suffered major floods one after the other; in particular, in the 1996 flood, the river overflowed
in the vicinity of Mobara City, Ichinomiya Town, Mutsuzawa Town, and Chosei Village, and
the number of inundated houses was as many as 2,600 houses. These floods served as
triggers to launch Special Emergency River Severe Damage Counter Measures Works, and
large-scale river improvement works are in the process of being carried out.
Along with these large-scale river improvement works, efforts to improve the riverfront areas
along the river in an integrated manner with the Ichinomiya hometown improvement works
were called for from the relevant towns and villages, so that following the designation of an
approximately seven kilometers long stretch from the mouth of the river as a hometown river
improvement works project in Nov. 1999, a Improvement Plans Study Committee composed of
persons of learning and experience, representatives of the region, and representatives of
various organizations was imaugurated.
An Improvement Plan (draft) was put together thanks to active discussions at the meetings of
the committee. The contents of the plan consist of the basic policy on the riverfront
improvement works, the improvement plans, ways and means to materialize the
improvements, and conservation plans, etc. In addition to the foregoing, the discussions
extended to matters relating to flood control for the reaches of the river and improvement of
the water quality of the river.
Keywords: Hometown River Improvement Works, Nture-oriented River Works, Ecological
Networks, Flood Control for Reaches of Rivers, improvement of Water Quality
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