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In recent years, as a result of heightening of interest towards activities such as urban
planning by inhabitants of urban regions, it is gradually being considered necessary in the
planning and establishing of plans for the improvement of public facilities or regional plans,
that such planning should be carried forward with the participation of the inhabitants of the
regions from the initial stages.
This study delves into the realities of civic participation in the U. 8. which is an advanced
nation in terms of civic participation and the administrative systems relating to such
participation.
The study reports on those items that should be taken into consideration in moving ahead
with the planning and establishing of plans with civic participation in large-area projects in
Japan.
It was found in the study that when comparing the U. S. A. and Japan, in the historical
background of civic participation and society, there are differences in the perceptions of urban
planning itself. As a result, it was felt that it was not the administrative authorities who
should decide just what constituted the "public interest" and "public welfare" but the citizenry;
that the premise to the planning and execution of plans was that there was no such thing as a
single overall solution for tasks whose subjects were urban planning, and that the process of
decision making in civic participation did not consist simply of arenas to explain or persuade
the citizenry of the worth of plans but that these arenas should be made into places for
providing explanations and then allowing citizens to make their choices.
Keywords: Participation by Inhabitants, Civic Participation, Establishing of Plans,
Formulating of Agreement, NPO, U. S. A.
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