Yi~70x HMAKFRESE 2125 2001F108

ENAKDEEFEEFRBEICOWT

Basic Plan for the Rejuvenation of the Miya River Waterfront
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The Miya River flows through the center of Takayama City, Gifu Prefecture, in central Japan,
and along the banks of the river where there still remain old stores and houses, events and
cultural activities such as morning fairs and the Takayama Festivals that date back to the old
days continue to take place, with more than two million tourists visiting the city every year.
The landscape is at the same time the landscape of the Japanese people itself. But with
along with the recession of recent years, the growth in tourists has declined, and so
rejuvenation of the city, directed towards city planning with water as its axis, has become
necessary.
For this reason, seizing the opportunity offered by proposals from civic groups, a study
committee comprised of people of learning and experience plus representatives of
organizations such as civic activities groups and administrative agencies was formed and
studies were commenced; and a "Basic Plan for the Rejuvenation of the Miya River
Waterfront" was drawn up centered around urban Takayama was put together under the
theme of "Conservation, Rejuvenation of the Clear Waters of the Miya River that Support the
History and Culture of the City in the Mountains." Takayama City has had a movement,
perhaps the earliest in Japan, for the preservation of old stores and houses or the Takayama
Festival featuring street stalls, and is a place where civic activities have always been carried
out in an energetic manner.
The basic plan was drawn up reflecting the views of representatives of the citizens, and the
desirable form of the Miya River was presented in a readily understandable manner so as to
make it a commonly shared perception. At the present, in order to carry out future city
planning as a civic activity, volunteers of the committee are serving as a core group to launch
a civic organization, and so along with much expectations being directed towards realization of
the action plans for the improvement works in the future, in the drawing up and establishing
of river improvement works plans, it is hoped that the basic philosophy of the basic plan
referred to above will be reflected in the discussions with the citizens.
Keywords: Hida Takayama, Waterfront Rejuvenation, Hydrophilicity, History and Culture,
Tourism, Civic Activities, City-Planning
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