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Exotic Species in Japanese Riparian Habitats : Present Statues, Impacts
and Necessary Countermeasures (Interim Report Part 3)
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One of the major threats to native biodiversity is now acknowledged to be biological invasions
caused by exotic species. Riparian in Japan have become important places for the conservation
of the biodiversity, and so it is desirable to prevent further losses of biodiversity due to the
deleterious effects of exotic species. But there is not sufficient knowledge and information on
exotic species, and while it cannot quite be said that there is widespread understanding among
the general public of the knowledge and information that has become known.

The present paper summarizes the impacts caused by exotic species and necessary
countermeasures in Japanese riparian habitats. Firstly the term "exotic species” was defined,
and the need for counter measures for exotic species was studied. Insofar as the impacts caused
by exotics are concerned, the research was divided into studies on "the pathways of exotic
species leading to introductions into rivers " and studies on "the impacts of exotic species in
rivers,” and the studies were organized based upon existing material and data. Insofar as the
countermeasures for exotic species are concerned, four procedures for countermeasures
consisting of " publicity and enlightenment activities," "prevention,” "eradication and control,"
and "investigation and research" were cited, and the thinking in the implementation of each of

these procedures were cited. Proposals were made on the contents of countermeasures to cope

with exotics that should be incorporated in the measures already being implemented with

respect to the conservation of river environments.

Keywords: Exotic Species, Biodiversity, Native Species, Pathways of introductions,
Impacts of Exotic Species, Countermeasures for Exotic Species
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