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Blota of Rivers as Seen in Results of National Censuses on River Environments
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The national censuses that began from the fiscal year 1990 moved into their second cycle of
studies from the fiscal year 1996, and so year-to year analyses are now possible.
In this research, analyses were conducted on the changes in years in the verified number of
species of creatures and plants and the distribution of a number of exotic species in the studies
of the fiscal year 1999, in an attempt to ascertain the biota in rivers.
In the studies conducted in the fiscal year 1999, approximately 10,800 species of creatures and
plants, corresponding to 20% to 50% of the creatures and plants that have been confirmed
nationwide, were verified. As for exotic species, analyses of black bass, of which it is said that
the distribution thereof is widening, bluegill, small mouth bass, and a leaf beetle Ophraella
communa LeSage, were conducted on the state of distribution and changes in years. The
presence of black bass and bluegill was verified in all regions except Hokkaido; the widening of
distribution of Black bass was verified particularly in the northeastern region of Japan. A
widening of distribution was verified for small mouth bass too. It was also found that
distribution of Ophraella communa LeSage, a land insect whose existence was first verified in
1997, is rapidly expanding too.
Keywords: National Censuses on River Environments, Invasive Species, Exotic Species,
Native Species, Black Bass, Bluegill, Small Mouth Bass,
Opraella communa LeSage
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