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Preservation, Utilization of Submerged Woods, Buried Valleys of Jomon Period
in a Retarding Basin of Yokouchi River (Intermediate Report)
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At the end of the fiscal year 1997, in a retarding basin of the Yokouchi River in Aomori City in
northeastern Japan, three blocks of large scale submerged forests and buried villages dating
back approximately 23,000 years ago, approximately 13,000 years ago, and the Jomon period
(archaeological term designating Japanese neolithic cultural period from about 8,000 BC to 200
BC) respectively were discovered during excavating work in the retarding basin. It is said that
they are all extremely valuable both historically and academically, and the preservation and
utilization thereof are being called for.

This report consists of the results of studies put together on improvement works which were
conducted in consideration of the preservation and utilization of the submerged woods and
buried Jomon period valley in the retarding basin of the Yokouchi River. Because these
studies are being conducted for a planned period of two years from the fiscal year 2000 to 2001,
here, the results of the studies of the fiscal year 2000 have been put together as an intermediate
report.

In the studies conducted during the fiscal year 2000, bearing in mind such aspects as the
sorting out of the basic condition or the putting in good order of ways and means of preserving
and utilizing the remains based on case research, the basic thinking on the preservation and
utilization of the submerged woods and the buried valley of the Jomon period was presented.
Studies were also conducted on the policy for works to improve the riverside park, zoning, and
basic plans for improvement works (draft). In the studies of the fiscal year 2000, although the
direction to be taken by the improvement works for the riverside park were for the most part
firmed up, and studies are now to be conducted on concrete plans, particularly on concrete ways
and means for the preservation and utilization of the submerged woods and buried valley of the
Jomon period.
Keywords: Cultural Remains, Submerged Woods, Buried Valley of Jomon Period,
Preservation and Utilization, History and Cuiture, Multi-purpose Retarding Basin,
Waterfront Spaces, Riverside Park, Observations of Nature, Studies
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