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Improvement Work on the Joganji River for Achieving Abundant Creatures and Plants
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Swiftly flowing rivers generally give the impression of being ravaged rivers and are thought of
as being limited in the volumes of the creatures and plants in them, but the reality is that
their habitat and growth environments have not yet been fully ascertained.
This research used as an example the Joganji River which may be regarded as being a typical
swiftly flowing river, and had as its objectives the obtaining of a clear picture of these
environments through field surveys, and to conserve and restore where necessary the
diversified habitat and growth environments of creatures and plants.
Bearing in mind the unique features of the Joganji River, the field surveys set their sights on
waters flowing into the river from open levees or tributaries, to ascertain the current state
prevailing. As a result, it was verified that the ecological importance of these environments
was very high as exemplified by, among others things, the fact that types of fish, the existence
of which could not be found in the main stream, were discovered in some of the tributaries,
In light of these findings, plans for the conservation and restoration where necessary of the
points where the field survey were conducted were drafted and put together so as to further
diversify the ecological systems of the Joganji River. Also, during the fiscal year 1999,
evaluations following the completion of improvement work were conducted on the Handawara
River where such works had been carried out based on these plans, and the knowledge and
information that had been saved for use in future river improvement work were sorted out
and evaluated.
Keywords: Conversion of Inside and Outside Areas of Levees into Networks, Open Levees,
Monitoring and Post-improvement-work Evaluations
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