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Policy for Conservation, Improvements to Riverside Forests
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It is gradually being recognized that riverside forests *! are very important with respect to
ecological systems, flood control, and to river landscapes, however, the current situation is such
that means and ways to implement conservation and improvement works, to which the effects
emanating from ecological systems have been added, have still not yet been established on a
firm footing, so that these effects are not being put to effective use in plans such as river
improvement plans, maintenance and control plans, and improvement plans. It is felt that
there is a need to quantitatively evaluate the effects thereof centered around the viewpoint of
the ecological functions of riverside forests, in order to establish conservation and improvement
policies, and also to put into good order at the actual sites involved those survey items necessary
for the drafting and establishing of conservation and improvement plans.

In this research, material that would be useful in conducting quantitative evaluations and

preparing conservation and improvement plans for the ecological functions of riverside forests

was gathered and subedited from existing papers and research treatises.

The procedure employed in gathering the papers was to assemble and edit 200 existing papers

on riverside forests from both within and outside the nation (but mainly from outside the

nation) using means such as the Internet, and put the material together in a manner that
facilitates conducting of quantitative evaluations.

As a result, it became possible to ascertain and verify the trends in existing documents

including very recent studies for each type of ecological funection.

In the future, it will be necessary to quantitatively evaluate these results that have been put

together, and study and examine them in detail so as to make it possible to put them to use in

an effective manner in matters such as river administrative activities.

*1. Waterfront forests can be broken down into valley or gorge forests, riverside forests, wetland
forests, or forests surrounding wetlands; here it is used as a generic term to collectively refer
to all of these types of forests.
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