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Preface

This report covers the major activities of the 2000 fiscal year of the Riverfront Research
Institute, an Institute affiliated with the Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and
Restoration. The Report is the first of the 21st century.

The objective of the Foundation has always been to conduct studies on rivers, coasts and other
waterfronts mainly for the promotion of conservation and improvement of water environments,
landscape improvements, and construction of “super levees.” However, in recent years,
reflecting increasing interest in environmental issues, studies and research on ecological
conservation issues and work associated with conservation of the natural ecology have been
increasing steadily.

In 1997 the first major amendment since 1964 was made to the River Law which defines
fundamental policies for the administration of rivers, so that in addition to flood control and
water supply, conservation and improvement of river environments have now been clearly
defined in terms of legislation as aims of river management.

This reform to the stance of the administration has influenced the spread of a new set of values
concerning rivers. People are beginning to acknowledge and regard rivers as a closer existence
in their livelihood. There is a growing perception to the effect that people should enjoy and
take advantage of rivers more, but at the same time they also believe that rivers and their
adjacent areas should be cherished and protected as environments for natural flora and fauna.

This report includes thirty-one papers, which vary in nature from academic treatises to
relatively simple working reports, and they were edited based on a thinking of wanting as many
people as possible to learn about current activities including new trends and new topics even if
only in summary.

Together with the Riverfront Research Institute, the Foundation pledges to make every effort to
improve the environments of rivers, lakes and coastlines lakes as we move into the 21-century,
in terms of land use management, ecological conservation and closeness with the citizenry.

October, 2001

Yoshio Matsuda

President
Foundation for Riverfront Improvement and Restoration

Shunsoku Kyosai

Chief Manager
Riverfront Research Institute
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